Excellencies Ambassadors
Distinguished guests, and
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good evening, everyone.
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It is my pleasure and honor to welcome you today and to introduce myself as
Japan’s new Ambassador to Yemen, following the last 8 years during which this
position remained vacant after the departure of my predecessor in 2017.
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Throughout my career spanning three decades, | have had the privilege of working
and visiting many Arab countries and engaging with the Arab people and culture.
Learning its language and exploring its world have no doubt influenced both my
professional interests and personal values. Hence, | am deeply proud and honored
to serve this time for Yemen, a country that has left indelible historical marks on
the formation of Arab civilization and culture, which | appreciated.
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| have a previous brief personal experience with Yemen. | travelled as a young
diplomat to Aden and Sanaa in 1989 on a short visit. Aden, although it was still
haunted by the shock of 1986 coup attempt, one couldn't help but appreciate its
captivating charm. In the Old City of Sanaa, | was amazed by its beautiful clay
buildings and by the sight of Yemenis wearing Jambiyas and chewing gat. Outside
Sanaa, | enjoyed visiting the magnificent city of "Kawkaban" with its towering
mountains and stunning landscapes. These are still vividly in my memory. Thus,
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this brief interaction with Yemen in my early days increased my joy to return to
Yemen today in my new capacity. And | am very much looking forward to visiting
Yemen today and to discussing how Japan can contribute to peace and
development in Yemen.
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Since | arrived last January, | have had many opportunities to meet various
government officials, representatives of civil society, businessmen and
international partners. | have sensed firsthand the strength and resilience of the
Yemeni people, their hospitality, and their ability to endure and adapt in the face
of huge challenges. And | would like to express my deep admiration for the
relentless efforts of many Yemenis to achieve peace and recovery for their nation
and regions. | am hopeful that these efforts will pay off one day and the
international community including Japan can work to their expectation.
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Japan has been a major humanitarian and development partner for Yemen and
has extended support to its state building efforts with a Humanitarian-
Development-Peace nexus approach even throughout difficult times in Yemen.
Today, millions of Yemenis including many displaced persons continue to suffer

from the devastating impacts of the lingering conflict, facing serious threats to
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their human security. The dire situation compels us to address acute needs of
those people. Japan has been playing its part. In Fiscal Year 2024, Japan
formulated a humanitarian assistance package of about 6.6 million USD for
immediate needs, which covers protection services to IDPs, mitigation measures
against health crises, food security and maritime law enforcement. We, at the
same time, should not lose our sight of the immense mid-and long-term
development needs for its post-conflict reconstruction. With a longer-term
perspective, we have been helping improve critical infrastructure development
including the Port of Aden and give access for school children to quality education.
With all these, Japan assistance to Yemen since 2015 has reached to nearly 500
million dollars. Japan will continue to support Yemen’s efforts for the betterment
of its people together with all international and local partners some of whom are
present here tonight. Your help and advice is vital for us to fulfill our joint endeavor.
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Taking this very good opportunity, allow me to share with you news of the grand
inauguration of Expo Osaka 2025 on 13 April till 13 October. Yemen is participating
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in this exhibition along with other 160 countries. May 28 has been designated as
the day of Yemen on the occasion of celebrating the 35%" anniversary of its unity.
| was pleased to have His Excellency the Minister of Industry and Trade, Mr.
Mohammed Al-Ashwal, participate in the opening ceremony of this important
event the other day.

The importance of this exhibition does lie not only in showcasing technologies
and ideas for the good of human beings and our globe in the future but also in
the Arab-participation and engagement for new ideas and technologies as this
exposition happens between the two expos, the previous in Dubai in 2021 and
the next in Riyadh in 2030. | am looking forward to the Osaka exposition becoming
a meaningful event for the Arab people and society including Yemenis and a good
opportunity for a better understanding between Japan and Yemen.
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Distinguished Guests,
In concluding my speech, | would like to reaffirm Japan's friendship and full

solidarity with the Republic of Yemen, its government and people. We look

forward to continuing fruitful and constructive cooperation for the benefit of our

two friendly countries and peoples. My final words, | hope you have a pleasant

evening. Thank you very much.
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